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The purpose of this guide is to educate you and provide you with an introduction to: 

THE IMPORTANCE OF PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

Why we believe it is important to plan for your future 

help protect you and your family 

We also pride ourselves on our relationships with other professionals and service providers 

 to your goals and your 

is best suited to 

• 
•
•



Your Initial Consultation

If We Both Agree to Proceed… 

Helping You Throughout All Stages in Life 

THE PLANNING PROCESS AND WHO WE HELP

Unmarried couples who are either solidifying their relationship through proper planning or 

Blended families negotiating the challenges of creating new relationships with varying 

Families with children with special needs who are looking to ensure that those children will be 

•

•

•

•

•
•
•



ATTORNEY KEITH MILES BIO

He is a proud member of the Georgia and North Carolina Chapters of the National Academy of 

Education:
•
•
•
•



WHAT OUR CLIENTS ARE SAYING ABOUT US

Attorney Miles is undoubtedly one of the most knowledgeable attorneys I've had the privilege 

DeShonda Lucas

Deborah Newsom

Keith Miles has been very understanding and helpful in guiding me through the death of my 

George T. Armijo

Nardos Aweke

We went through something similar with my MIL and while she was in Florida and we couldn’t use 

Amber Taylor

Dione Traci Duckett

Dollie Whittle



What is an Estate? 

estate and something in common—you can’t 

What is Estate Planning? 

you the chance to name your minor children’s 
guardian in the event of your early death or 

Why is Estate Planning important?

opportunity to decide who receives what and 

Estate Planning allows you to protect your loved 

estate plan? 
The following documents are essential: 

WHAT IS ESTATE PLANNING?

Last Will and Testament: To designate your 

choose a guardian for your minor children if 
you and your spouse have both passed away 

Financial Power of Attorney: To designate 

Medical Power of Attorney: To designate 
someone who will make medical decisions if 

• 

•

•

Living Will: To spell out your end of life 

And possibly:

Trust: To avoid probate; To manage funds 

safeguard an inheritance in the event of 

• 

•

We will look at each of these documents in the 

How will we help you create an estate plan? 

we take the time to understand your personal 

estate plan is an ongoing process that includes 
continuing education and advice for you 

meet once a year to ensure that your estate plan 

plan involves maintaining good relationships 
with other professional advisors within our 

want to ensure all clients have access to these 
advisors who will be able to assist and guide 



OUR LOCAL PARTNERS

Consolidated Planning 

Sandra Leonard

Sherry Parkman Bivins



What is a Last Will and Testament? 
A Last Will and Testament is a legal document that allows you to decide how your estate will be 

Do I need a Will? 

Why? What happens if I die without a Will? 

How does a Will work? 

What are an executor’s responsibilities? 

What is Estate Administration? 

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT

to petition the probate court to become an administrator of their estate 
• 

•
•
•

•
•

Final thoughts… 





TRUSTS
What is a Trust? 
Trusts are important and versatile tools in 

chosen to manage the designated funds for the 

They can be altered or revoked throughout your 

Revocable Trust remains part of your estate and 

property held in Trust will be passed on to your 

 cannot be revoked once 

Trusts for Minors are established to protect a 

to the minor during childhood and allow the trustee 
of the Minors Trust to spend money for the minor’s 

designate that the funds are only to be distributed 

restrictions that only permit the minor to inherit 
funds when he or she reaches a particular age or 

Special Needs Trusts

protect individuals who are disabled in a way that 
prevents them from consistently managing their 

or developmentally disabled to the point that he 
or she is incapable of using money in a reasonable 

with distributing the money gradually so that the 
vulnerable individual will have enough money for 

the funds so that the person with a disability does 

Spendthrift Trusts protect irresponsible 

The trustee is given the power to distribute assets 

Charitable Trusts

and you may have the added advantage of not 

means that you and your family retain the income 
generated by the amount given to charity during 

Pet Trusts allow you to ensure that your beloved 

even if you predecease your pet or become too 

caretaker to inherit any remaining funds once the 

considering including a provision that the pet must 
have passed away from natural causes in order for 





What is a Power of Attorney?

What is a Financial Power of Attorney? 

 
An Avance Directive for Healthcare designates an Agent to make healthcare decisions for you if you 

medical directive that covers how to handle you if you are in a permanent terminal or vegetative 

Why does an Estate Plan need a Power of Attorney? 

Factors to Consider When Appointing Your Agent 

(1) Trustworthiness — You should make sure that you trust this person to work and advocate for 
your best interests; and 
(2) Location
Financial Power of Attorney and should live near you to handle your healthcare decisions via the 

What happens if I become incapacitated without a Power of Attorney? 

POWER OF ATTORNEY





part of every estate plan because it ensures you will have the peace of mind knowing that your 

Advance Directives and your wishes with your doctor ahead of time can help ensure your needs are 

LIVING WILL





What is Elder Law? 

Why is it important? 
The Census department reports that the number of people age 65 and older in the United States 

to help elderly people and their loved ones take control of their various issues facing them as they 

What problems can be created by not taking these steps and measures?

How do I create a plan to deal with these issues? 

is an ongoing process that includes continuing education and advice for the client and their family 

How can an Elder Law Attorney help you deal with these issues? 

• Preparing a tailored estate plan 
• Asset Protection
• Social Security
• Medicaid planning 
• 
• Finding the right nursing home or living facility 

We have dedicated earlier sections in this guide to estate planning and the various tools we use 

ELDER LAW





LONG TERM CARE PLANNING
Why is long-term care planning necessary? 

gives many Georgians more time to enjoy their 

important to plan for your care in a way that will 

What are the common long-term care issues? 
Our comprehensive estate planning services 

such as: 
• 

• Selecting the right nursing home or assisted 
living facility 
• Arranging for home care 
• 

• Asset Protection 

Many people mistakenly assume that Medicare 
will cover the costs of skilled care at a nursing 

nursing home care or rehabilitation services for a 

Should I consider long-term care insurance? 

term care insurance may also cover a certain 

premiums are costly and based on factors such as 

will also discuss alternatives if the premiums for 

Medicaid Planning and long-term care 
While Medicaid is the largest payer of nursing 

Long-term care options for Veterans 
Our attorney can advise veterans and their spouses 

is a pension program that assists individuals who 
need assistance with performing daily tasks or 

who served at least one day of active duty during 

Planning for incapacity and long-term care 
Although thinking about the possibility of becoming 

Our estate planning attorney can prepare a tailored 
estate plan for you that authorizes a trusted person 

someone to act as your agent in coordinating your 
preferred medical care when you cannot make 

you are terminally ill or have a permanent stte of 





You must be a veteran that served active duty at least one day during a time of war 

You must have been discharged other than dishonorably 

VETERAN BENEFITS





What is Medicaid? 

Who is Eligible for Medicaid? 

option for you or your loved one and help you build a Medicaid plan for your future healthcare 

can help you create a strategic Medicaid plan to help you preserve your assets for your loved ones 

Medicaid Crisis Planning 

MEDICAID PLANNING



We can help you build a Medicaid plan for future healthcare needs instead of spending your life 

MEDICAID CHECKLIST



care providers can provide anything from companion services to skilled nursing services on an a la 

Nursing homes

Memory care or special care units

increased supervision and a more structured environment that is designed to keep residents safe 

SOURCING SUITABLE PROVIDERS OF CARE





(1) Managing your time well early — Begin planning for your downsizing two to three months 

(2) Sort your possessions into categories — Organize your possessions into the following 

prioritize what to take with you to your new home;

(4) Ask for and hire help if necessary 

Tips for Selling Your House
We recommend the following tips when it comes to selling your house:

(1) Declutter your house

(2) Make minor repairs 

(4) Make major repairs only if your realtor recommends it — Don’t make the mistake of making 

DOWNSIZING AND SELLING YOUR HOME





What does acting in your best interest mean?
• 

• 
• 

• Bachelor’s Degree

• Ethic and Rules

• 30 Hours of CFP Continuing Education

FINANCIAL PLANNING





What are Financial Consultants and Wealth Managers?

Retirement Planning

Insurance

in real property and are obtaining mortgage loans or accessing funds that they have accumulated to do 

FINANCIAL PLANNING





Health Insurance

Life Insurance

have the peace of mind that comes with knowing that your loved ones and their standard of living are 

Long-Term Care Insurance

Critical Illness/Catastrophic Illness Insurance

Income Protection Insurance

Mortgage Protection Insurance

INSURANCE





1-(855)-5ELDERLAW

ESTATE AND TRUST ADMINISTAION





We hope this guide has proved to be informative and helped you realize the 

planning, elder law. and probate. It does not constitute, nor should it be considered
as being, legal advice.

today to schedule your consultation:

WE’RE HERE TO HELP


